ORDINANCE NO. 25-26-07

AN ORDINANCE OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA,
PERTAINING TO THE EXTENSION OF THE BURN BAN
DECLARED UNDER HIGHLANDS COUNTY ORDINANCE
NO.: 25-26-06; PROVIDING FOR LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS
AND INTENT; PROVIDING FOR EXTENSION OF BURN
BAN; PROVIDING FOR AUTOMATIC SUNSET,
CANCELLATION AND/OR EXTENSION OF BURN BAN;
PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS; PROVIDING A SAVINGS
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR NON-CODIFICATION AND
SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Florida Constitution, Article VIII, Section 1 and Florida
Statutes, Section 125.01, a County possesses the authority to conduct County
government and, among other matters, the prerogative to adopt ordinances necessary to
exercise of its powers and to prescribe penalties for violations of such ordinances; and

WHEREAS, on January 6, 2026, the County adopted Ordinance No.: 25-26-06,
which declared a burn ban in Highlands County through February 18, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida
Forest Service, Sebring Forestry Station Area Supervisor has informed the Highlands
County Fire Chief that a recent reading of the Keetch Byran Drought Index (KBDI), which
is used for estimating dryness of soil and duff layers, rates Highlands County as
exceeding 500 on a scale of 0 — 800; and

WHEREAS, drought conditions are conducive to wildfires; and

WHEREAS, hazardous weather and atmospheric surroundings point toward
drought conditions into the foreseeable future in Highlands County; and

WHEREAS, wildfire risk increases each day without rain; thus, warranting the
extension of the burn ban implemented by Ordinance No. 25-26-06; and

WHEREAS, Section 3, of Ordinance No.: 25-26-06, provides for extension of the
burn ban by way of Ordinance amendment; and

WHEREAS, based on the information presented by the Florida Forest Service and
the Highlands County Fire Chief, the County has determined that the extension of the
burn ban is necessary in order to address the conditions in Highlands County.
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